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manity, a stew of frantic mo- death, and the depths of mis-
tion, boom boxes and ery it entailed, defied the
squealing children." In tllis imagination even for some-
history of tlle pond and its one like me " Neely and

surroundings, Maynard re- Vita volunteered at an over-
lates that in the past 10 years whelmed orphanage in the
matters have improved Zimbabwean capital, where
markedly. Rock star Don diarrhea and pneumonia
I-lenley spearheaded the were killing babies at an
Walden Woods Project, rais- alanTling rate. Nobody dared
ing millions of dollars for whisper the word AIDS,
preservation; yet 1noreau- though its specter hung over
vian purists remain skeptical every crib. Here, Neely and
about a Hollywood figure Vita met Chipo, a desperate-
taking charge and pandering ly sick baby girl who had been
for corporate sponsorship. abandoned under a tree.
Wllat would Thoreau think With temporary pernlission
abollt the dralTlatic changes to take her home, Neely and
that have taken place in his Vita threw all available re-
name? Ho�" did an ordinary sources toward saving her life:

pond come to have such ex- round-the-clock feedings,
traordina�' meanings? i\lay- good doctors, medicine and a
nard, an architectllral histori- clean, warm environment.
an \vho has served as a con- She thrived. Neely and Vita
sultant to the \\'aldeJl \\'oods decided to adopt Chipo, only
Project, tackles all of these to discover a slew of cultllral

qucstions in a pains.takil:gly C"b'u'RTE.s'AN"s tab(�os against a"doptio� b�'
researched. reportorla] hlsto- ---c "- : " " � forelgners-a whIte foreigner

�'thatheginswith Thoreal�'s
� ��-:-� � �--- ill particlllar. \\1lile Chipo

first glimpse of the pond In � �,"" grew hcalthy and fat under

18:1 and carries through to ��./.:;.,-j;�.i' -: their care, the Tuckers nego-

the present da�', It's a classic A tale of finding love in improba- tiated a nightmarish bltreau-

talt: of:\Jnericans loving their ble places by Neely Tucker (this crac; that threatened to tear

national trcasllres to death. page); a chronicle of five "tallen" Chipo a\va�. from them;
alld thOllgh tht: middle por- Englishwomen by Katie Hick- mean\vhile, Zimbab\.."e \vas
tion of the narrativt: becomes man �p. 55). Jacket� by Jennifer entering a period of civillln-
a bit repetitive with its blo\�"- a Connor & Horn Werner. rest that t.lrgeted Americans

b)'-blo\v accollnt of the gro\�1h of crass com- and journalists. This is a gorgeous mix of

mercialism, this book \\'ill surely appeal to famil; menloir and rcportage tllat traverses

Thoreall buffs and to those concerned \vith the big isslles of politics, racism and \\"ar"

nahtral and historic presef\"atioll.1t pro\'id�s Agent, Wendy WeiL. (On salc F(!b, 17)

a comprehc1lsive history of the landscape Forecast: Crown "'iLL support Tucker's book

that inspir�d on� of :\Jncrica's most impor- with a regi()IJal NPI{ campaign, six-cit:' au-

tant allthors. 85 h&\\, illlls" (Ivrar") thor tour and print advertising, Tucker's cur-

rent po.�ition ( he's a staff writer for the Wash-

ingt011 PO!it) .�hould help him gamer further

attention"

POPLORICA: A Popular History of
the Fads, Mavericks, Inventions, and
Lore That Shaped Modern America
MARTIN J. SMITH AND PATRICK J. KIGER.
Harper Resource, $22.95 (304p) ISBN 0-
06-053531-8

Who'd have thought that Willis Carrier's
..Apparahls for Treating Air," an early air
conditioner patented in 1906, would set the
stage for the Republican domination of
Washington that started with the election of
Ronald Reagan in 1980 (by allowing for a
population shift to the hotter Southern
states)? Or that 260 tons of leftover turkey
would help llsher in a profound ch,111ge in
the wav Americans eat and socialize with
their f;milies (by stuffing the first TV din-
ners)? Smith (a Los Angeles Times Magazine
editor) and Kiger (a freelancer and regular
contributor to Discovery.com) share 20 sim-
ilarly significant mile�tO1Jcs in this ..Cliff
Notes of contcmporary clllhlre" chronicling
some overlooked bllt strangely inflllential
moments in American history. A mclange of
strange occurrences, the book is brisk and
frisky, addressing ev�rything from the ex-
tracllrricular e�"ploits of sex researcher .�Ifred
Kinsey to the way in which fonner first lady
Bctt:w' r'ord's public struggle with addiction
presaged aJJ era that woltld finall:' accept
drug alJd alcohol abuse as a disease and not
a moral failing, Though its yllckity-)'11Ck
style approaches the cornhall at times, th�
book sllcceeds in placing into COIJtext the
chosen developments in a brcez:., compul-
sivel\, readahle fashion. Thanks to these two
resc;;rch-hapr: author�, rcad�rs may decide
it's okay to restore that velvet Elvis to its hon-
orcd p\Jce abovc tht: 11lalltle, where it can
enjoy a secolJd lifc :IS a trcaslJred piece of
ironic AmericalJ:I, All history should be this
Jl1llch fulJ, (On sale Mar, 31)
Forecast: With ads in Amcric:I./1 Qllarterly
and POPlllar Culhlrc a71d a 5o-cit)'national
radio campaign, Poploric.J could Teach fans
of quirk)' trivia, e.�pecia[[y after the sllccess or

Schott's Origiual Miscellany.

LOVE IN THE DRIEST SEASON:

A Family Memoir

NEEI.YTuCKI::R. CrolV71, 523.95 (256p)

ISBN 0.609.60976.9

* A'i J fore!gI' cOrr�spOlldellt. Tllcker ha?

worked 111 conflict zones 011 t\\/'o COlltl-

!1cnts alld seen death in all its grllesome

forms. ...111e steady streJm of violence had

worn a\\'a�. my !1at\,ral sense of compassion

to the point where I could cover almost any

horror but felt very little about a11ything at

all." '111en. i!11997. Neel)" a white Mississip-

pian, and his AfricCJI1-r\merican wife, Vit.\.

were postcd to Zimbabwe. where the AIDS

crisis was feeding anunprccedel\tcd w.1Ve of

sick and CJb.mdoned children. .UI 'l1C scale of

WALDEN POND: A History

W. B,\II.KSDAl.E MAYNAlI.D. Oxford Univ.,
$30 (352p) ISBN 0-19-5168-+ I -0

As Ma};nard dismayillgly shows, Sill(;e the
death of I-Ienry D.lvid Thorcau, hlmdreds
of thousallds of visitors have flocked to
Waldell Woods each year; they h.lve tram-
pled the flora, pollutcd the w,lter with de-
bris and urine, blared radios, set I1P hot dog
.stands and gellerally 111�lrrcd the f.lce of this
once sacred retreat. rvI�lyll,lrd quotes one
disheartened visitor who described Walden
Pond in the 2.oth centuf)' as ..a 11lass of hll-

GIANT KILLERS: The Team and the
Law that Helped Whistle-Blowers
Recover America's Stolen Billions

l-I�:NRY SCAMMELL. Atlantic Mo.nthly, $25
(320p) ISBN 0-871 13-909-X .

Freel.IIICe allthor Scammell has written a
p.megyric to the False Cl.1ims Act, a Civil
War-vintage stattlte authorizing p\ivate law-
Sllits (called qui tam actions) to recover
molley swindlcd fro111 the federal govem-
mel1t.A� revised .md strengthened in 1986,
thc r�.11sc Claims Act pemlits .1 whistle-b!ow-
er to slle 011 the govemment's behalf; if the
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